Viewforth High School



Newsletter - 14 June 2024

Head Teacher Update

| hope this update finds you and your families well.

It's been an incredibly busy and positive week at Viewforth High School, including our two day P7 -
S1 transition days on Wednesday and Thursday. It was a pleasure to welcome and meet our new S1
pupils and thanks also the many parents and carers who joined us for the 'Meet the Support Team'
event on Wednesday evening. The young people followed their S1 timetables and had the
opportunity to meet their new teachers and classmates. They were keen to tell us about the
subjects they enjoyed and some early favourites included Art, Drama, English, Home Economics and
Science. The staff and senior pupils of Viewforth HS were very impressed by the effort and attitudes
of our new S1s and we're very much looking forward to welcoming back in August.

On Tuesday of this week nine of our young people represented Viewforth HS at the Fife Track and
Field Athletics Championships. Well done to all nine pupils for their excellent effort and exemplary
behaviour and a special well done to Nico Christie, who achieved a bronze medal in the shot putt
event.

Seven of our dancers competed at the Inverkeithing HS dance competition on Wednesday and all
seven loved the experience. The standard of competition was very high and Viewforth HS delivered
excellent performances with three of the girls being awarded bronze medals in the junior group
category. Well done to Angel, Cody and lonal

Last week Miss Meek, Ms Jack, Mr Laird and Euan Connolly (Family Support Worker) accompanied a
group of 40 pupils to the Battlefields experience in France and Belgium. The group have returned to



school this week excited to share their experiences with their peers and teachers, including being
awoken by the sound of the bagpipes each morning and the many moving stories shared during the
course of the week. Members of the public travelling on the ferry and throughout the trip
commented to staff on the positive, respectful behaviour of the young people, stating they were a
credit to themselves and we are all very proud of them.

Our Sports Day is scheduled to take place on Wednesday afternoon next week (weather dependant)
and the first of our two achievement ceremonies (see below) takes place on Thursday afternoon. To
allow enough time for these events to be completed in the afternoon, lunch will take place earlier on
these two days. Lunch will begin at 12.15pm and end at 12.55pm, we will inform the pupils of this
next week to ensure they are prepared. The school day will end at 3.25pm as normal.

Digital Device Policy

Our Digital Device policy has been in place for two weeks and I'm pleased to say that it is going well,
with pupils making good choices to keep their phones in their bags. This is having a positive impact
on their attention during lessons and we will continue to remind the young people of these
expectations. 1'd like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for their support in
reinforcing the message at home with regards digital devices during lessons.

<iframe
src="https://onedrive.live.com/embed?cid=F15A3199E2E1A848&resid=F15A3199E2E1A848%212197
&authkey=ADN5py8-ZhF91LI&em=2" width="476" height="288" frameborder="0"
scrolling="no"></iframe>

SQA Exam Results

Ahead of Results Day on Tuesday 6 August, SQA have produced a new learner booklet called 'Your
Results'. The booklet contains information on all the support available to learners as they receive



their results and consider next steps. It includes: an overview of what to expect when receiving their
results; details around certificates; frequently asked questions; how exams are marked; appeals
information and more. We'll include a hard copy along with the certificates and anyone who wants to
read it before Results Day can download the digital version from our website via this link Your Results
- what you need to know about SQA results, certificates and appeals?

SQA Re-coursing Day

<SOA

This year's re-coursing day will take place on Tuesday 6 August 2024. This is a day to allow any young
people who have not achieved the results they expected (or even those who have done better than
expected) the opportunity to choose new subjects through curriculum pathway. The re-coursing will
take place from 12.30pm - 3pm in school. Please come to the school reception where you will be
placed in a queue and staff will see you as quickly as possible.

There will also be an opportunity for any young person who would like a marking review, but please
bear in mind that this is only in exceptional circumstances. Please see the information (below) and
link from SQA

https://www.sga.org.uk/sqa/79049.html

If you appeal your grade, a senior appointee will carry out a marking review of your SQA-marked
assessments. This is not a re-mark.A marking review checks that:

e all parts of your SQA-assessments have been marked

e the marking is in line with national standards

e the marks given for each answer have been totalled correctly; and
e the correct result has been entered on our system.

Please note that after being reviewed, your result could stay the same, go up or go down.

lhttps://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files ccc/Your-Results-

2024.pdf?utm_source=marketo&utm medium=email&utm campaign=2024.06.13-SQANews-NL-
MC&utm_content=button&mkt tok=NTA1LVICSCOzMDAAAAGTsEfXKcQkZVwXqqUzDmvVwWFNNGFxzwsQZnQ-
setUh7E4rNR_GvQDdSwrLIrU18FkHZ9RWd98YQoWb4XdQOVTABAEOr TNkpnF6WxFvwoHIg




Achievement Awards

We are delighted to announce that the achievement awards will take place on two days this session.
This is due to the high number of award winners. They will take place at the following times:

e Thursday 20 June. Arrival 1:15 for a 1:30 start
e Friday 21 June. Arrival 10:45 for a 11:00 start

Invites were sent out via group call last week and each young person can have two guests. Please
only attend on your allocated day as numbers are tight for the accommodation. Please make you way
to reception for the arrival time, you will be met there by our Senior school leaders who will take you
to the hall.

Senior Pupils
School Captain and House Captain Applications

The School Captain interview process is currently underway. All sixth year students have been
invited to apply for the position of School Captain. We have been pleased to receive 22 separate
applications which is a reflection of the leadership potential and aspiration of our young people.
Applicants have submitted formal written applications. They will then progress to interviews. The



interviews consist of a prepared 3 minute presentation followed by two unseen questions. The
successful captains will be announced on Wednesday 19th June.

The House Captain process is the same but emphasises the House Role. The interviews for House
Captain will following the outcome of the School Captain process.

Pupil Leader Expectations

The new S5/6 cohort have been very impressive so far with their commitment to their studies, school
values and support for their community. This was especially clear with the support they have
provided the new S1 pupils on their transition days.

Expectations of the leadership group of School Captains, House Captains and Prefects will be very
high for this session. We look forward to expanding their contribution to leading their school in
formal and informal settings. This will include roles such as:

e Leading school celebration events

e Leading school commemoration and remembrance

e Managing parents' evenings

e Conducting break and lunchtime duties

¢ Leading activities for junior students

* Supporting young people with paired reading skills

e Leading peer mediation sessions

e Leading in word and action as part of the Mentors in Violence Prevention scheme.

All pupil leaders will be expected to lead on an every day basis with the highest standards in conduct,
commitment to their studies and dress as they set an example to all in the school and wider
community.

The pupil leadership process is designed to support our young people to develop a wide range of
schools, boost their confidence in a range of situations and support them to make a difference in
their community.

Senior Phase Induction

All new S4, S5 and S6 young people took part in an induction process throughout the course of the
day on Friday 31st May. S5 and S6 took part in a range of experiences to support them towards a
successful start to the new session. The experiences included sessions on expectations and
leadership, team building via sport and academic activities, and planning for the new session. They
also received input from Clued Up on making safe and healthy choices as young adults. Our S4
spent time on expectations and planning for the new session.

All year groups received a presentation on effective leadership from Laura Crombie, Service Manager
of Clued Up. She took them through the skills and qualities needed in an effective leader. She also
took them through the actual tasks she needs to complete in her work to ensure she leads her team
effectively. Engagement and commitment from all young people was high throughout the day and
impressed our partners presenting throughout the day.



Cost of the school day

THE COST OF

As a school we work to ensure that all young people can attend without having to worry about the
cost of anything in school. This also includes things that they might need to help them attend school.
There are a range of services we offer that all young people are welcome to use.

Breakfast Club — open from 8.20 — 8.40 daily in the school café

Sanitary Products — our Support Hub have a range of sanitary products that are free to take if
needed. Many classrooms have these in class as well for young people to help themselves.
These are signposted in the classes.

School uniform — the Support Hub has a range of uniform that young people are welcome to
have if needed. This includes shirts, trousers, tights, socks and jerseys among other items.
Whilst pupils can ask themselves, if parents would prefer, they can phone and ask for this
support on their young person’s behalf.

Toiletries — we also hold a stock of toiletries for anyone who may need them this includes
shampoo, shower gel, deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes.

All families who are eligible, are encouraged to apply for free school meals. You can check
your eligibility and to apply via this link: Free school meals and school clothing grants | Fife
Council?

Also, your child may be eligible to apply for Educational Maintenance Allowance if they are
over 16. You can check eligibility and apply via this link: Education Maintenance Allowance |
Fife Council®

S4-6 students are also reminded that there is a stock of study materials held in the Depute
Head Teachers’ office that they are welcome to use. This includes cue cards, post-it notes,
highlighters and resource guides.

Whilst all young people are encouraged to come equipped for school with their own pens
and pencils, if they need anything like this they can be provided at school.

If you, or your child, have any concerns around costs associated with school you are welcome to
contact the school and speak with their Principal Teacher of Guidance.

Fife Council provides a range of supports related to cost of living. More information can be found
about this here: Benefits and money advice | Fife Council®

2https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/education2/schools-in-fife/free-school-meals-and-school-clothing-

grants

3https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/education2/schools-in-fife/funding/educational-maintenance-

allowance



Alternatively, the our Fife Council website has a range of advice and links to support available for
families.

Mobile Phones

We are working to reduce the amount of time young people are spending on their mobile phones
during lessons. To support us with this, it would be very helpful if parents / carers could refrain from
messaging your child(ren) during lessons. If there is an emergency, please call the school office who
will arrange for your child to be contacted. Ifit isn't an emergency, please limit the communications
to interval (10.20am - 10.35am) and lunchtimes (1.05pm - 1.45pm).

Viewforth HS Parent Council

Parent
¢ Council

s, Ve

The Parent Council meeting dates for this session have been confirmed and you can find these below.
If you would like to attend a meeting either online or in person, please contact
viewforthparentcouncil@gmail.com® The meetings begin at 6pm.

.v;..,

Monday 17th June - this is the final meeting of the session.

4https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/welfare,-benefits-and-money-advice
>mailto:viewforthparentcouncil@gmail.com




Key Staff

Your child's Guidance Teacher plays a key role in supporting them to achieve success throughout
their school career. They will monitor attendance, time keeping, behaviour and progress and will
liaise closely with both your young person and the family home. If you have any questions or
concerns, please get in touch with the relevant Guidance Teacher below.

S1and S2

Mrs Campbell for classes 1C1, 1C2 and 2C1

Mrs Stewart for classes 1F1, 2F1 and 2F2

Mrs Hughes for classes 1F2, 1M1, 2M1 and 2M2

The Depute Head Teacher with responsibility for S1 and S2 is Mr Kowbel.
S3 and S4

Mrs Beesley for classes 3F1, 4C2 and 4F2

Mr Bowman for classes 3F2, 3M1, 3M2, 4F1, 4M1 and 4M2

Ms Harris will support 3C1, 3C2 and 4C1

The Depute Head Teacher with responsibility for S3 and S4 is Ms McNamee.
S5 and S6

Mrs Lara Robertson

The Depute Head Teacher with responsibility for S5 and S6 is Mr Wilson.



Contact details

contact US \

S

There are a variety of ways you can contact the school and we would encourage you to get in touch if
you have any questions or concerns.

As we continue to work to improve pupil attendance at school, a reminder that if your child is unwell
or has an appointment and is unable to attend school, please telephone the school office on 01592
583408 and select option 1 for the attendance line. If the line is engaged, there is the facility to
leave a message. Alternatively, you can send a text message to 07860 030879, stating your child’s
name and the reason for the absence. If your child does not arrive to class, you will receive a
Groupcall message informing you of their absence.

If you require support with your child's attendance, please contact your child's guidance teacher who
will be happy to provide support and advice.



Dates for your diary...

Dates
for your

Term Dates 2023/24 (all dates are inclusive)

Summer Monday 15th April 2024 - Friday 28th June 2024

Respect - Equity - Ambition - Community - Health




