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Course overview

The course consists of 24 SCQF credit points which includes time for preparation for course
assessment. The notional length of time for candidates to complete the course s 160 hours.

The course assessment has two components.

‘Component Duration

Component 1: question paper 1 hour

Component 2: project see ‘Course assessment
section

Recommended entry Progression

Entry to this course is at the discretion of | + _other qualifications in photography, art
the centre. and design o related areas

further study, employment and/or
Candidates would nomally be expected to training

have attained the skills, knowledge and
understanding required by the following or
equivalent qualifications and/or experience:

+ relevant photography units (SCQF level
5 and above)
National Progression Award in
Photography (SCQF level 5)
National 5 Art and Design course or
relevant units
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Course Choice Information

Session 2022/23
	Subject Title
	Level

	Art and Design
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Written: Candidates develop knowledge of art and design practice by studying 2 artists and 2 designers and their work. They need to write about what they have learned about them in an exam as well as being able to analyse art and design work that they have never seen before.
· Expressive: This part of the course helps candidates plan, research and develop creative expressive work in response to a theme/stimulus. They select a theme/stimulus and produce 2D/3D analytical drawings, studies and investigative research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a final piece. Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the visual qualities of their work. This folio is sent to the SQA to be marked.

· Design: This part of the course helps candidates plan, research and develop creative design work in response to a design brief. They select a design brief and compile a variety of 2D/3D investigative material and market research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a design solution. Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the aesthetic and functional qualities of their work. This folio is sent to the SQA to be marked.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Candidates should have achieved the fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Art and Design course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.

Good literacy skills should is preferred due to written component and evaluations of work undertaken. 
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Course Assessment
	Subject Title
	Level

	Art and Design
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Written: Candidates develop knowledge of art and design practice by studying an artists and a designers and their work. They need to write about what they have learned about them in an exam as well as being able to analyse art and design work that they have never seen before.

· Expressive: This part of the course helps candidates plan, research and develop creative expressive work in response to a theme/stimulus. They select a theme/stimulus and produce 2D/3D analytical drawings, studies and investigative research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a final piece. Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the visual qualities of their work. This folio is sent to the SQA to be marked.

· Design: This part of the course helps candidates plan, research and develop creative design work in response to a design brief. They select a design brief and compile a variety of 2D/3D investigative material and market research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a design solution. Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the aesthetic and functional qualities of their work. This folio is sent to the SQA to be marked.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

· Candidates should have achieved the National 5 Art and Design course at C or above. 

Course Assessment
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Course overview

The course consists of 24 SCQF credit points which includes time for preparation for course
assessment. The notional length of time for a candidate to complete the course is 160 hours.

The course assessment has three components.

Component Marks

Duration

Component 1: question paper 50

1 hour and 30 minutes

Component 2: expressive portiolio

See course assessment section

Component 3: design portiolio

See course assessment section

Recommended entry

Progression

Entry to this course is at the discretion of the
centre.

Candidates should have achieved the fourth
curriculum level or the National 4 Art and
Design course or equivalent qualifications
and/or experience prior to starting this
course.

+ other qualifications in art and design
+ further study, employment and/or training
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	Subject Title
	Level

	Art and Design
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Candidates can choose to complete a design OR expressive focused portfolio. 

· There are 3 sections to the portfolio and all sections must be completed.

Section 1 (worth 64 marks) — practical design OR expressive work

Section 2 (worth 30 marks) — contextual analysis (2000 word essay)

Section 3 (worth 6 marks)   — evaluation 
· Candidates will need to work through the design/expressive process demonstrating an ability to: 

· research and investigate themes and ideas, develop focused ideas, apply an understanding of art/design practice in their design work by using materials, techniques and/or technology to experiment with art/design elements 

· produce a contextual analysis by selecting an art/design work relevant to their practical work and discussing the impact of related contexts through analysing the features of the art/design work

· reflect on their art/design process and art/design work. 

· The minimum size for your practical expressive artwork is eight single-sided A1 sheets or equivalent. The overall maximum size must not exceed 16 single-sided A1 sheets or equivalent.  
· Portfolios are sent to SQA by mid/late May so candidates will be required to attend during study leave to prepare their portfolio for final submission.

*Anyone applying for art college courses will need to have an advanced higher body of work ready for the January submission.  This is completed digitally.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· Higher Art and Design

· A good level of English is desirable to support the contextual analysis.

· Candidates need to have the ability to work independently.

Course Assessment
· Portfolio - including practical work, a 2000 word contextual analysis and written evaluation are sent to SQA around mid/late May for assessment.

	Subject Title
	Level

	NPA Drawing
	Level 5


Overview of the Course 

This course offers different things for different pupils:
· For those looking to go on into the creative industries through College or Art College, these courses are perfect for developing work for portfolios, as well as feeding into the Advanced Higher course. 
· For those who have not been back into our department since S2, they offer a fast moving, experimental approach to learning the basics and a chance to develop their confidence in the subject.  
· For those who are currently completing SQA National Qualifications in Art and Design, they allow pupils time to develop skills and offer a totally different approach to subject folios. 
· For those who are not continuing further in Art and Design NQ, it allows them to enjoy experimenting and develops their creativity. 
The course content and skills are as follows:
· Observational drawing skills – objects, buildings, landscapes

· Exploring a wide range of materials – paint, ink, charcoal, printing, chalk, pencil, collage etc

· Drawing the local environment – in and around the school and the local area

· Creating abstract and representational pieces of work

· Experimental drawing techniques

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
There are no specific entry requirements other than coming with an open mind to try lots of unusual techniques, different approaches and a more experimental approach to looking and drawing.

Course Assessment

· The course is continual assessment with no final exam

· It is a purely practical course with no written element

· The NPA course is internally assessed and verified

· The course award is made up of three units which are Pass/Fail

	Subject Title
	Level

	NPA Painting
	Level 5


Overview of the Course 
This course offers different things for different pupils:

· For those looking to go on into the creative industries through College or Art College, these courses are perfect for developing work for portfolios, as well as feeding into the Advanced Higher course. 
· For those who have not been back into our department since S2, they offer a fast moving, experimental approach to learning the basics and a chance to develop their confidence in the subject.  
· For those who are currently completing SQA National Qualifications in Art and Design, they allow pupils time to develop skills and offer a totally different approach to subject folios. 
· For those who are not continuing further in Art and Design NQ, it allows them to enjoy experimenting and develops their creativity. 
The content and skills that are covered in the course are:

· An introduction to colour theory, colour mixing and using colour

· An introduction to using a range of types of paints

· Developing and understanding of working to a theme 

· Experiment with a range of painting techniques inspired by the work of artists

· Using colour and techniques to represent ideas

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
There are no specific entry requirements other than coming with an open mind.  
Course Assessment

· The course is continual assessment with no final exam

· It is a purely practical course with no written element

· The NPA course is internally assessed and verified

· The course award is made up of three units which are Pass/Fail

	Subject Title
	Level

	NPA Photography
	Level 4/5


Overview of the Course 
· The National Progression Award (NPA) in Photography is designed to develop your knowledge and understanding in practical photography and is aimed at those who may want to explore their interest in the subject and perhaps progress to more advanced studies at a later stage.

· The content of the course will promote your confidence in everyday photography skills, focusing on gathering and selecting images, identifying key components, labelling and storing digital files and presenting final images.

· The content of the course will allow you to develop a range of transferrable skills in digital literacy, communication, organisation and planning.

· Throughout this course you will learn to plan several photo shoots focusing on portraiture and location photography.  

· You will use simple automatic camera functions to capture high quality images, and work with peers to evaluate your work.

· You will also develop your written analytical skills as you reflect on your own photographs as well as those by famous photographers.

· You will also learn photographic editing skills and be able to produce photographs at a high print quality.  

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Is suitable for learners who are interested in developing their understanding and interest of photography. There are no formal entry requirements for NPA Photography apart from willingness to learn about photography and to take better photographs.

Course Assessment

Continual assessment of 4 key areas (marked internally by Art Department)

·  understanding different photography genres and concepts. 

· practical skills in photographing people 

· practical skills in photographing places. 

· organising and working with photographic images.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Photography
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Exam Question paper: The question paper assesses candidates’ knowledge and understanding of photographic work and practice. The questions are designed to test candidates’ ability to: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the properties of light and image formation, camera controls, and image-making techniques and their effects. To analyse examples of photography and explain what creative and technical have been used to create the image.  This is 23% of the overall marks for the course assessment.

· Folio Project: The photography project assesses candidates’ ability to integrate and apply their creative and technical skills and their knowledge and understanding of photographic practice. Candidates must plan and carry out a selected photography project. They research and investigate their project topic. Drawing on this material, they develop their own creative response by carrying out practical photographic work (10-12 photoshoots). From this development work, candidates select and present a series of 12 images which communicate the project topic. Candidates also evaluate the effectiveness of their photographic work and practice. This is 77% of the overall marks for the course assessment. 

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

Candidates would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or equivalent qualifications and/or experience: 

· relevant photography units (SCQF level 5 and above) 

· National Progression Award in Photography (SCQF level 5) 

· National 5 Art and Design course or relevant units
Pupils can crash this Higher but due to large volume of written work involved they will find it easier if they have at least National 5 English or Higher. 

Course Assessment
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Course overview

The course consists of 24 SCQF credit points which includes time for preparation for course
assessment. The notional length of time for candidates to complete the course is 160 hours.

The course assessment has three components.

Component Duration

Component 1: question paper 2hours,

Component 2: expressive portiolio see ‘Course assessment section

Component 3: design portfolio see ‘Course assessment section

Recommended entry Progression

Entry to this course is at the discretion of | + _other qualifications in art and design or
the centre. related areas

further study, employment and/or
Candidates should have achieved the raining

National 5 Art and Design course or

equivalent qualifications and/or experience
prior to starting this course.

Conditions of award
The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment Loading your applications.

components.
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	Subject Title
	Level

	Administration & IT
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· The course covers a variety of basic IT skills that will enable learners to organise, process and communicate information that an Administrative Assistant would be expected to be confident in using today in a business.

· The course covers 4 main units – IT Solutions for Administrators, Communication in Administration and Administrative Practices and an added value unit (project) which gives you a variety of related tasks to complete for a given business.

· IT skills covered are:

· Word processing – creating and editing business documents

· Spreadsheets

· Databases

· PowerPoint

· Desktop Publishing

In additional pupils will have to use the internet to source information to facilitate the planning of an event and how to communicate information they have found/created.

· Theory topics covered are:

· Skills and qualities of administrators

· Key legislation

· Good Customer Care

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
It is recommended that pupils have a N3 in Business and/or a N3 in Administration, but many of our pupils cope well without having done these courses before.

Course Assessment

The course is internally assessed by completing the Added Value Unit which doesn’t have any time restrictions for completing the work.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Administration & IT
	National 5


Overview of the Course 

· This course is aimed at students who are interested in Administration and enjoy using IT to create various types of documents used to support a business.

· Pupils are taught skills in the following areas:

· Spreadsheets

· Databases

· Word Processing

· Desktop publishing

· PowerPoint

· Using methods of electronic communication to search and download information like e-mail, e-diary, to-do lists, setting reminders

· Pupils also learn about Administration theory in the workplace.  Topics covered are:

· Tasks and skills and qualities of administrators

· Customer service

· Health & safety

· Security of people, property and information

· Reliability of sources of information

· File management

· Corporate image

· Types of electronic communication

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so, what are they?

Recommended entry is at the discretion of the school.  Ideally having some previous knowledge from BGE or N3 Administration or N4 Admin & IT would be great, but as long as pupils have a reasonable aptitude/interest in Administration skills then this will suit them.

Course Assessment

There are 2 parts to the examination:

· Before Easter usually pupils will sit a 3-hour assignment under exam conditions. (70 marks). This assesses Word Processing skills along with creating a variety of documents that can be used to support an event of some kind.  A small amount of theory is assessed here too.
· In the exam diet, pupils sit a question paper lasting 2 hours. (50 marks)  This assesses the pupil’s skills using spreadsheets and databases and a small amount of theory.

	Subject Title
	Level

	S3 Business Admin
	National 3


The S3 Business Admin course is split into two parts, namely Business and Administration and have separate assessment criteria for each part.

Overview of the Course 

ADMINISTRATION & IT
· IT Solutions for Administrators

· Introduction and basic use of spreadsheets.

· Introduction and basic use of databases.

· Introduction and basic use of word processing, including word processing. functions i.e. embolden, changing margins, changing font/text size etc.

· Introduction and basic use of e-mail.

· Administration in Action

· Introduction and use of Excel to produce various types of charts i.e. bar/column, pie, line etc. 

· Entering additional information into spreadsheets/databases. 

· Inserting text, graphics and data from spreadsheet/database into a business document.

· Edit, format and add graphics to PowerPoint presentations. 

· Communication in Administration

· Use of desktop publishing software (Publisher) including formatting and inserting of graphics. 

· Use of the internet to locate information on a given website. 

· Creating a new PowerPoint and inserting text, formatting slides and inserting graphics. 

· Typing and sending emails, including headings and attachments. 

BUSINESS
· Business in Action

· Identify and define the difference between a Sole Trader and a Partnership.

· Give and advantage and disadvantage of each type of business. 

· Define methods of ensuring customer satisfaction. 

· Skills and qualities of and entrepreneur. 

· Identify sources of finance/information available to a business. 

· Describe the function of HR, Marketing, Operations and Finance in business. 

· Influences on Business

· Identify stakeholders in a business.

· Identify stakeholder interests in business.

· Businesses response to competition.

· Environmental and economic influences on business. 

· Business Legislation.

· Methods of recruitment and training. 

· Understand and calculate budget or job cost statements. 

	Subject Title
	Level

	Business Management
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· Business in Action

· Knowledge of business start-up and the ability to demonstrate straightforward business planning and decision-making 

· Understanding of facts and characteristics of the key functional areas of business

· Basic understanding of the straightforward actions taken by business to meet customers’ needs

· Influences on Business

· Awareness of the effects of straightforward internal and external influences on business activity and development

· Understanding of straightforward actions taken by business to remain successful and competitive

· Added Value Unit

· The learner will be assessed by an assignment, which requires the learner to draw on and extend business skills, knowledge and understanding acquired in the component Units of the Course. Learners will research and communicate findings on a business-related assignment, drawn from the Course. The business-related assignment will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow personalisation and choice as to how the findings may be presented.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Business Management
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Understanding Business

· Role of Business in Society

· Types of Business Organisation

· Business Objectives

· Stakeholders

· Internal/External Factors Affecting Business

· Marketing

· Market Research

· Marketing Mix

· Promotion

· Use of Technology

· Operations

· Suppliers

· Production

· Quality

· Ethical/Environmental

· Technology

· People

· Recruitment & Selection

· Training

· Motivation & Retaining

· Legislation

· Finance

· Sources of Finance

· Break-even

· Cash Budgeting

· Income Statements

· Technology

There are no entry requirements for this course.
Course Assessment

Assignment – 30 Marks

Final Exam – 90 Marks

	Subject Title
	Level

	Business Management
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· This course helps pupils understand the dynamic, changing and competitive environment of industry and commerce, and the environments that organisations operate in. 

· Develops skills in communicating and presenting business-related information to stakeholders of an organisation.

· Develops also enterprise skills and qualities by providing opportunities to study a range of business and organisational contexts.

· It allows pupils to see how society relies on businesses and other organisations to satisfy its needs, and an understanding of how to use business information to interpret and report on overall business performance. 

· There are 5 areas of study – Understanding Business, Management of Marketing, Management of Operations, Management of People and Management of Finance (not Maths!)

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
N5 Business Management

A solid N5/H English grade as the course is very theory based and requires a sound understanding of the Command Words and how to tackle these in the end exam. 

Course Assessment

The course has 2 components:

· A question paper worth 90 marks, which is 2 hours and 45 mins and covers all topics 

· An assignment worth 30 marks which is completed in class time. It requires research and analyse of an organisation and to produce a business report about your findings with conclusions and recommendations. This is marked externally by the SQA.

We also complete regular assessments at the end of each unit.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Business Management
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
· This course helps pupils understand the underpinning principles which guide managerial decision making in business at local, national, and global levels. It develops pupils’ ability to analyse business situations and reach valid, logical conclusions.

· The investigative and higher-order thinking skills developed throughout the course enable pupils to contribute to team working and to work more independently. 

· This develops attributes, such as taking responsibility and ownership, self-motivation, using initiative, and communication and interpersonal skills, all of which are important for successful lifelong learning and for entering the workplace.

· This course is suitable for pupils who are interested in entering the world of business, as an employee, a manager, or a self-employed person. It offers excellent preparation for, and transition to, higher education institutions, by developing many transferable skills, such as autonomous learning.

· There are 3 areas of study – External Business Environment, Internal Business Environment and Evaluating Business Information.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Pupil have to have a pass at Higher Business Management to complete this course.

A solid H English grade as the course is very theory based and requires a sound understanding of the Command Words and how to tackle these in the end exam. Also, questions are quite essay based so require a lot of extended responses.  

Course Assessment

The course has 2 components:
· A question paper worth 80 marks, which is 2 hours and 45 mins and covers all topics 

· An assignment worth 40 marks which is completed in class time. It requires pupils to gather a range of information and sources on a chosen organisation. Information is then analysed and presented in a details report. This is marked externally by the SQA. We also complete regular assessments at the end of each unit.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	S3 (Level 4)


	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	S3 (Level 4)


Overview of the Course 
· Spreadsheets

· Graphics

· Computer Structure & Hardware

· Binary Numbers

· Web design

· Games Design

· Computer programming

· Databases

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
None

Please state how the course is assessed eg continual assessment and/or end exam.

Continuous class tests

	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· Computer Systems

· Computer Structure

· Graphics

· Binary Numbers

· Software Design & Development

· Computer Programming using Python

· Designing & Testing programs

· Reading & Understanding Code

· Information Systems Design & Development

· HTML & CSS Coding

· Testing and evaluation of websites

· Access database creation

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 Computing Science

Course Assessment

End of unit NABs and an end-of-course added-value assessment.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Computer Systems

· Computer Structure

· Graphics

· Binary Numbers

· Software Design & Development

· Computer Programming using Python

· Designing & Testing programs

· Reading & Understanding Code

· Web Design & Development

· HTML, CSS & Javascript Coding

· Testing and evaluation of websites

· Database Design & Development

· Access database creation

· SQL database coding

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 or N4 Computing Science

Course Assessment

Coursework Task: open book, practical assessment (50 marks)

Exam:
Written assessment (110 marks)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Computer Systems

· Computer Structure

· Graphics

· Binary Numbers

· Software Design & Development

· Computer Programming using Visual Studio

· Designing & Testing programs

· Reading & Understanding Code

· Web Design & Development

· HTML, CSS & Javascript Coding

· Testing and evaluation of websites

· Database Design & Development

· Access database creation

· SQL database coding

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
N5 Computing Science

Course Assessment

Coursework Task: open book, practical assessment (50 marks)

Exam:
Written assessment (110 marks)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Computing Science
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Computer Systems

· Computer Architecture

· Calculations involving Binary Numbers

· Hexadecimal encoding

· Software Design & Development

· Computer Programming using Python & Visual Studio

· Object Oriented Programming

· Complex Algorithms

· Web Design & Development

· HTML, CSS & Javascript Coding

· Testing and evaluation of websites

· Database Design & Development

· SQL database coding

· Database-driven website design

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Higher Computing Science grade A or B

Course Assessment

Project: Extended practical project (80 marks)

Exam:
Written assessment (80 marks)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Biology
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
Three units consisting of:

· Life on Earth

· Covers topics such as biodiversity, adaptations and nitrogen cycle.

· Cell Biology

· Looks at topics like cell division, enzymes and micro-organisms.

· Multicellular Organisms

· Studies content around genetics, maintaining stable body conditions and healthy growth.

This course also consists of skills work including:

· Numeracy & problem solving skills

· Calculating percentage changes, ratios, averages, drawing graphs and selecting relevant data from graphs.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Ideal for pupils recommended for N4 following S3 course. Good for pupils who did not study Biology in S3 and need some basic Biology knowledge ahead of attempting N5.

Course Assessment

Unit assessment after each unit. Assessments are a Pass/Fail (50% pass) and there is the opportunity to resit key areas that are not passed initially.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Biology
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
Three units consisting of:

· Cell Biology

· Covers many aspects including Cell Structure, DNA, Proteins and the biochemical process of Respiration. 

· Multicellular Organisms

· Covers topics such as Cell Division (Mitosis), Plant and Animal Transport Systems (the circulatory system, respiratory system and vascular system of plants), inheritance, the nervous system and the endocrine (hormonal) system. 

· Life on Earth

· Looks at how all living things depend on each other for survival, the sampling of populations, the biochemical process of Photosynthesis, food production, evolution and the process of natural selection.

This course also consists of skills work including:

· Investigative skills

· Assessing protocols and identifying ways to improve reliability, validity and accuracy of investigations as well as drawing conclusions from data.

· Numeracy & problem solving skills

· Calculating percentage changes, ratios, average increases, drawing graphs and selecting relevant data from graphs.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Pupils wishing to sit National 5 Biology should preferably have taken biology at S3 level and shown a strong prior understanding of the topic in previous S3 assessments. Pupils who have not previously taken S3 Biology would be better suited to initially engage in National 4 Biology to gain the essential prior knowledge required. Exceptions to this may be possible if pupils have already achieved or are working towards a National 5 in another Science. 

Due to the numeracy demands of the subject it is strongly recommended that pupils who take National 5 Biology are working towards or are have already achieved A National 5 level of Maths. 

***If wishing to study a Biology related degree at University, pupils must have a qualification in Chemistry***
Course Assessment

Final SQA exam at the end of the year (and an assignment if included in the next session – still tbc by SQA) to obtain grade.

During the session we will assess pupils will sit a unit test at the end of each unit as well as a prelim in January and a top up prelim in March once they have completed the full course will be used to assess how they are getting on throughout the year.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Biology
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
Three units consisting of:

· Sustainability & interdependence

· Covers many aspects including the process of photosynthesis, animal welfare, animals living in social groups and threats to Biodiversity

· DNA & the Genome

· Covers topics such as structure of DNA and how it is replicated, stem cells and evolution.

· Metabolism & Survival

· Looks at enzymes and the detailed process of respiration as well as how animals can survive through adverse conditions.

This course also consists of skills work including:

· Investigative skills

· Assessing protocols and identifying ways to improve reliability, validity and accuracy of investigations as well as drawing conclusions from data.

· Numeracy & problem solving skills

· Calculating percentage changes, ratios, average increases, drawing graphs and selecting relevant data from graphs.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
In order to have a chance of achieving a pass at Higher Biology we require a minimum of a pass (C or above) at a first sitting of National 5 Biology. 

Crashing 

We do not recommend pupils crash Higher Biology unless we have been spoken to about the pupil directly. In this case, we would expect the pupil to have achieved an equivalent Higher (ideally in a Science, preferably at a B or above) and have National 5 maths at a C or above.

***If wishing to study a Biology related degree at University, pupils must have a qualification in Chemistry***
Course Assessment

Final SQA exam at the end of the year (and an assignment if included in the next session – still tbc by SQA) to obtain grade.

During the session we will assess pupils will sit a unit test at the end of each unit as well as a prelim in January and a top up prelim in March once they have completed the full course will be used to assess how they are getting on throughout the year.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Biology
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
Three units consisting of:

· Investigative Biology

· Covers ethics in Science, scientific communication and evaluation of research.

· Organisms and Evolution

· Covers topics such as taxonomy & phylogenetics, evolution, symbiosis, meiosis and sex determination.

· Cells & Proteins

· Looks at laboratory skills, protein structure, nerve impulse transmission and cell cycle.

This course also consists of skills work including:

· Investigative skills

· Assessing protocols and identifying ways to improve reliability, validity and accuracy of investigations as well as drawing conclusions from data. Interpreting a variety of sources of information to extract key information.

· Numeracy & problem solving skills

· Rearranging equations, using equations to solve for values, calculating percentage changes, ratios, average increases, drawing box plots and graphs and selecting relevant data from graphs.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
In order to have a chance of achieving a pass at Advanced Higher Biology we require a minimum of a pass (C or above) at Higher Biology. Pupils must also have a minimum of N5 maths to be able to cope with the numeracy demands of Advanced Higher.

***If wishing to study a Biology related degree at University, pupils must have a qualification in Chemistry***
Course Assessment

Final SQA exam at the end of the year (and Advanced Higher Project if included in the next session – still tbc by SQA) to obtain grade.

During the session we will assess pupils will sit a unit test at the end of each unit as well as a prelim in January and a top up prelim in March once they have completed the full course will be used to assess how they are getting on throughout the year.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Chemistry 
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
The Course develops skills in a chemistry context. Learners will gain an understanding of chemistry, and develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities. 

The Course has four mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit. The first three Units listed below are designed to provide progression to the corresponding Units at National 5.

1. Chemical Changes and Structure

2. Nature’s Chemistry

3. Chemistry in Society

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
None.

Course Assessment

Unit tests and an AVU. All marked internally.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Chemistry
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
Chemistry is the study of matter at the level of atoms, molecules, ions and compounds. 

These substances are the building blocks of life and all of the materials that surround us. Chemists play a vital role in the production of everyday commodities. Chemistry research and development is essential for the introduction of new products. 

The study of chemistry is of benefit not only to those intending to pursue a career in science, but also to those intending to work in areas such as the food, health, textile or manufacturing industries. 

An experimental and investigative approach is used to develop knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts.

N5 (and Higher) Chemistry will be needed by any pupil who is considering further study/career in Biology and a Chemistry qualification is likely to be required for entry to HE.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
A pupil who has just passed N4 Chemistry is unlikely to pass N5. The jump from N4 to N5 is huge.

Pupils wanting to pursue a career in a biological subject will also need N5 (and more likely Higher) Chemistry as well.

Course Assessment

80% based on final exam and 20% on an externally assessed assignment.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Chemistry
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
Candidates develop an appreciation of the impact of chemistry on their everyday lives by applying their knowledge and understanding of chemical concepts in practical situations. The course provides opportunities for candidates to think analytically, creatively and independently, and to make reasoned evaluations. It allows flexibility and personalisation by offering candidates the choice of topic for their assignment.

Candidates gain an understanding of chemical bonding and intermolecular forces that allows them to predict the physical properties of materials. They apply a knowledge of functional groups and organic reaction types to solve problems in a range of diverse contexts.

Candidates also learn important chemical concepts used to take a chemical process from the researcher’s bench through to industrial production. The concept of the mole allows the quantities of reagents required to be calculated, and the quantity of products predicted. By studying energy, rates and equilibria, candidates can suggest how reaction conditions can be chosen to maximise the profitability of an industrial process. Candidates learn about industrial analytical chemistry techniques, such as volumetric analysis and chromatography.

Candidates develop a range of skills that are valued in the workplace, providing a secure foundation for the study of chemistry in further and higher education. The course also provides a knowledge base that is useful in the study of other sciences.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
N5 at A or B. “Crash” Higher is a very difficult option and Chemistry staff need to be consulted before allowing pupils to do this.

Pupils wanting to pursue a career in a biological subject will also need N5 (and more likely Higher) Chemistry as well.

Course Assessment

~80% final exam and ~20% externally assessed assignment.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Chemistry
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
The course aims to: 

♦ develop a critical understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues and relevant applications, including the impact these could make in society and the environment 

♦ extend and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of chemistry 

♦ develop and apply the skills to carry out complex practical scientific activities, including the use of risk assessments, technology, equipment and materials 

♦ develop and apply scientific inquiry and investigative skills, including planning and experimental design 

♦ develop and apply analytical thinking skills, including critical evaluation of experimental procedures in a chemistry context 

♦ extend and apply problem-solving skills in a chemistry context

♦ further develop an understanding of scientific literacy, using a wide range of resources, in order to communicate complex ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices 

♦ extend and apply skills of autonomous working in chemistry

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
A or B at Higher.

Course Assessment

75% exam and 25% externally assessed project.

	Subject Title
	Level

	S3 Physics
	BGE (Fourth Level_


Overview of the Course 

· Physics is the study of matter, energy and the interaction between them. This entails asking fundamental questions and trying to answer them by observing and experimenting
· S3 physics looks at 3 distinct units designed to give pupils a foundation to a wide range of knowledge about the world of physics. 
· Maths skills are more favoured over English skills.
· 3 units are Forces and Motion (Moving objects, Forces, Energy, Magnets)
· Electricity (Circuits, building circuits, analysing components)
· Space and Radiation (Light properties, waves through mediums, Space, space travel, Nuclear radiation)
· Taking S3 Physics gives pupils a good foundation for sitting N4 or N5 Physics in S4. 
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No entry requirements. 

Those pupils with stronger maths skills will find it easier.

Course Assessment

3 unit assessments. These assessments will be used alongside a holistic view of the pupil to decide appropriate level, either N4 or N5.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Physics
	National 4 


Overview of the Course 

· Physics is the study of matter, energy and the interaction between them. This entails asking fundamental questions and trying to answer them by observing and experimenting
· N4 physics looks at 3 distinct units designed to give pupils a wide range of knowledge about the world of physics.
· Leans towards maths and numerical skills over English and literacy skills.
· 3 units are Dynamics and Space (Moving objects, Forces, Space and space travel)
· Electricity and Energy (Circuits, building circuits, analysing components, Energy, Gases)
· Waves and Radiation (Light properties, waves through mediums, Radiation, radiation sources, nuclear power)
· Passing N4 is needed to sit N5 physics.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Taken physics in S3 but failed to achieve fourth level.

Crashing is possible in senior years.

Course Assessment


Coursework – Assignment: Report based on an experimental investigation which must be passed.

3 unit assessments which have to be passed.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Physics
	National 5 


Overview of the Course 

· Physics is the study of matter, energy and the interaction between them. This entails asking fundamental questions and trying to answer them by observing and experimenting
· N5 physics looks at 3 distinct units designed to give pupils a wide range of knowledge about the world of physics.
· Leans towards maths and numerical skills over English and literacy skills.
· 3 units are Dynamics and Space (Moving objects, Forces, Space and space travel)
· Electricity and Energy (Circuits, building circuits, analysing components, Energy, Gases)
· Waves and Radiation (Light properties, waves through mediums, Radiation, radiation sources, nuclear power)
· Passing N5 is needed to sit higher physics or as an entry requirement in many college courses.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Taken physics in S3 and achieved 4th level.

Can also enter through a pass at N4.

Crashing is possible in senior years.

Course Assessment


20% coursework – Assignment: Report based on an experimental investigation

80% End exam – Multiple choice and written sections.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Physics
	Higher 


Overview of the Course 

· Physics is the study of matter, energy and the interaction between them. This entails asking fundamental questions and trying to answer them by observing and experimenting
· Higher physics looks at 3 distinct units designed to build on the foundation developed in N5 with wide range of knowledge about the world of physics. A high pass at N5 is required. 
· N5 Maths skills are essential.
· 3 units are Our Dynamic Universe (Motion, Momentum, Forces, Space and space travel)
· Electricity (Circuit building, Capacitors, Semiconductors)
· Particles and Waves (Light properties, Wave properties, Sub atomic particles. Nuclear energy) 
· Higher Physics is a requirement for some university courses and is a highly valued qualification for many others.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Achieved a pass at N5.

Crashing is possible however pupil must be high achieving and had excellent maths skills.

Course Assessment


20% coursework – Assignment: Report based on an experimental investigation

80% End exam – Multiple choice and written sections.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Graphic Communication
	National 5


Overview of the Course

· 2D & 3D Sketching;

· 2D & 3D rendering;

· 3D modelling (Inventor)

· DTP terms and production of booklets;

· Design Elements & Principles and they effect a DTP publication;

· Symbols and British drawing Standards;

· Reading and understanding technical plans and drawings;

Entry Requirements
What are the entry requirements for this course?

Either from National 4 Graphic Communication, S3 Technical (BGE) course or directly into the course with no previous Graphic Communication experience.

Course Assessment

The final grade comes from a final written exam (62% of total grade) and a written assignment (38% of total). The exam is marked externally and the Assignment is subject to verification. 

Progression/Career Prospects

Higher Graphic Communication

College Graphic Courses

	Subject Title
	Level

	Graphic Communication
	Higher


Overview of the Course

· 2D & 3D Sketching;

· 2D & 3D rendering;

· 3D modelling, complex lofting, revolving polar arrays, etc  (Inventor)

· DTP terms and production of booklets;

· Design Elements & Principles and they effect a DTP publication;

· Symbols and British drawing Standards;

· Reading and understanding technical plans and drawings;

Entry Requirements

What are the entry requirements for this course?

National 5 Graphic Communication.

Course Assessment

The final grade comes from a final written exam (60% of total grade) and a written assignment (40% of total). Both the examination & Assignment is marked externally, by SQA.

Progression/Career Prospects

Interior and exterior Design

Technician courses architectural, etc.

Graphics courses

College & University entry

	Subject Title
	Level

	Design and Manufacture
	National 4 and 5


Overview of the Course 

· A heavily design and theory based course.

· Pupils will analyse a design brief, carry out research and produce a specification.  They will then design, develop and refine their idea into a product that they will make.

· There are 2 units at National 4 and an AVU assignment.

· At National 5 there are three elements, Design folios, Manufacturing products and knowledge and understanding.

· The practical aspect of this course is small.  So pupils wanting to just make projects would not be suited to this.

· Knowledge and Understanding theory will be covered at both N4 & N5.  

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

· Pupil must have done the S3 BGE course as core skills are covered. 

· Course requires the pupil to have good sketching and design skills.   The ability to 3D Sketch is essential. A good imagination is of benefit when designing. 

· This is a designing course, where the ability to design and develop ideas is essential.  

· Practical is a very small part of the course.   

Course Assessment

N4: Units and AVU

N5: SQA Question paper: 80 marks

       Assignment Design: 50 marks

       Assignment Practical: 45 marks

	Subject Title
	Level

	Design and Manufacture
	Higher


Overview of the Course 

· A heavily design and manufacturing theory based course.

· Pupils will analyse a design brief, carry out research and produce a specification.  They will then design, develop and refine their idea into a proposal – which they DO NOT make.  There is no practical element to this course.

· The course looks at designing and manufacturing processes carried out commercially.   Pupils will be expected to gain a firm understanding of these aspects as the course progresses.

· Assignment carried out which total 90 marks.

· SQA Assignment is worth 80 marks.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

· Pupil must have successfully completed the N5 Design (at A or B) and Manufacture or Higher Graphic Communication course.

· When placing a pupil into the Higher from N5 it is important to study the component marks gained for the design and knowledge aspects, disregarding the practical achievement from N5.  There is no practical element to this course.

· Course requires the pupil to have good sketching and design skills.   The ability to 3D Sketch is essential. A good imagination is of benefit when designing. 

· This is a designing course, where the ability to design and develop ideas is essential.  

Course Assessment

SQA Question paper: 80 marks

Assignment Design: 90 marks

	Subject Title
	Level

	Practical Woodworking
	National 4 and 5


Overview of the Course 
· Practical Based – 70%, Examination 30% (N5 Examination only)

· Course includes a series of smaller skill builder practical projects to cover all of the elements covered in the course assignment (70%)

· Dedicated theory periods throughout the year to cover all examined content for both N4 & N5

· Pupils will be required to fill in a Log Book tracking their progress. This is an SQA requirement. Both N4 & N5

· Prelim is included in course.

· SQA exam is included in the N5 course (30%)

· The course is a mix of practical and non-practical.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

· Pupil must have done the S3 BGE course as core skills are covered 

· Course requires good hand and practical abilities

· A good math ability – measuring, calculations required.

· Practical Wood is not a subject that pupils can be placed in if there is nowhere else for them to go.  It requires a good understanding of design/practical and competent problem solving abilities.

Course Assessment

N4 has an AVU and 3 course units that must ALL be completed to gain an N4.

N4 & N5 Practical Course Assignment – 70% (which includes a written log book)

N5 SQA Examination – 30%

	Subject Title
	Level

	Drama
	National 3


Overview of the Course 
National 3 Drama provides opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and presenting drama. This Course focuses on the development and use of basic drama skills and production skills to present drama. 

This Course is practical and experiential. The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 

♦ generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama 

♦ develop awareness of social and cultural influences on drama 

♦ develop basic skills in presenting drama

♦ develop basic production skills 

♦ explore form and structure
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No

Course Assessment

The Course consists of two mandatory Units. Each of the component Units of the Course is designed to provide progression to the corresponding Unit at National 4.

Drama Skills (National 3) In this Unit, learners will be required to provide evidence to demonstrate basic drama skills when they create drama. Learners will use drama skills when they create and present drama. Learners will reflect on their own work and that of other learners. 

Drama: Production Skills (National 3) In this Unit, learners will provide evidence to demonstrate their use of basic production skills. Learners will use production skills when they present drama. Learners will reflect on their own work and that of other learners. September 2014, version 1.2 8 Development of skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work It is expected that learners will develop broad, generic skills through this C

	Subject Title
	Level

	Drama
	National 4


Overview of the Course 

The purpose of the National 4 and National 5 Drama course is to enable candidates to develop and use a range of drama skills and production skills. Throughout the course, candidates will engage in a variety of individual, paired and group tasks which will enable them to develop:

· a range of practical skills in creating and presenting drama

· knowledge, understanding and the use of a range of drama production skills (sound, lighting, props, set design, make-up and costume)

· knowledge and understanding of social and cultural influences on drama

· the ability to respond to stimuli when creating drama

· knowledge and understanding of form, structure, genre, style

· the ability to generate and communicate meaning, thoughts and ideas when creating drama

· voice, movement and characterisation skills

· the ability to work collaboratively, sharing and using drama ideas

· problem-solving, reflection, analysing and evaluation skills

Group Project

This unit will involve working as part of a group: learners will respond to stimuli, including text, to generate ideas and devise drama. They will explore and use a range of drama skills to create, portray and evaluate character. Through research, learners will explore the social and cultural influences on drama. They will learn how to analyse and evaluate their use of drama skills and the drama skills of others. They will develop ideas for the use of production skills to enhance their final performance which will be performed to a live audience, and will gain ‘hands on’ experience of providing technical support in areas such as lighting, sound, props and make up. Through this unit, candidates will complete a folio which will reflect on their practical work in class and help them prepare for the written element of the course

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No

Course Assessment

Final Exam Performance (National 4):

The pupils choose a specialism (in either acting or a production role) within a group. They will complete a folio as evidence of their work throughout the creating and rehearsal process. They must present their finished drama as part of their group to a live audience. Evidence of their work can be presented through folio, interviews, video recordings and logs.

The final assessment will be pass/fail for National 4.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Drama
	National 5


As before for National 4 …

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

No

Course Assessment: Final Exam Performance (National 5):

The pupils choose a specialism (acting or a production role) and work to present a piece from a published script supported with a folio. They must perform their extract to an invited audience. This performance is assessed by a visiting examiner.
The performance is worth 60 marks out of the total of 100 marks for National 5, or 60% of the Course assessment.

This performance has two Sections:

Section 1: The practical performance to an audience (50 marks)

Section 2: The preparation for performance essay (10 marks)

Written exam 

The written exam lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes.
This paper is worth 60 marks, which is then scaled to provide 40% of the Course assessment.

The written exam has two sections:

Section 1: This will be based on the acting or production role in your final performance exam. (20 marks) Section 2: You will choose from the stimuli provided in the paper, it may be a picture, poem, line of text or statement and the questions will be about creating a drama from the stimulus you choose. (40 marks)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Drama
	Higher


Overview of the Course  
The Higher Drama course requires candidates to undertake study of one chosen text (Textual Analysis) and one performance they have viewed (Performance Analysis). Throughout the course they will analyse a range of aspects of these plays, including themes; characterisation; directing decisions; production areas, and then complete written responses to both in the final exam. The written exam will also require candidates to answer questions relating to their Textual Analysis from the role of a director or designer. Candidates will also perform 2 contrasting acting pieces to a visiting assessor for the final performance exam.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

N5 drama

Course Assessment

Textual Analysis:

Candidates will study ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller. They will complete practical activities which will allow them to explore the main themes and character relationships within the text, as well as gain an understanding of the historical background to the play. Candidates will complete essays throughout the course as preparation for the written exam question, and written responses exploring their role as a director or designer of the text.

Performance Analysis:

Candidates will attend a professional production of a chosen play early in the course. They will then analyse and explore various aspects of the production including acting; directing; production areas (lighting, sound, props, set design, costume, and make up). Candidates will complete essays throughout the course in preparation for the written exam question on this.

Final Performance:

The final performance is worth 60% of the Course assessment and pupils will choose two contrasting text extracts to perform for an external examiner. Candidates will prepare for this through a committed rehearsal process both in class and after school.

The written exam:

The written exam lasts 2 hours 30 minutes.
The written exam is worth 40% of the Course assessment and comprises of 3 sections:

· Section 1 - candidates will complete one Textual Analysis essay (20 marks)

· Section 2 - candidates will answer structured questions from the perspective of two production roles on their selected text (10 marks)

· Section 3 – candidates will complete one Performance Analysis essay (20 marks)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Musical Theatre
	NPA Level 6


Overview of the Course

Following the consultation period, essential skills and knowledge appropriate to the Musical Theatre industry were identified and these provide the basis for skills building in the context of the National Progression Award: 

♦ Performing ♦ Rehearsing ♦ Planning ♦ Evaluating ♦ Working collaboratively 

The NPA in Musical Theatre has the potential to improve progression to further study, providing learners with relevant experiences which develop skills of commitment, collaboration, creative thinking and self-discipline; skills which contribute to the growth of an individual and are essential to setting out on and maintaining a performing career in Musical Theatre. The award structure and Unit content provides a coherent and progressive curriculum which creates and promotes effective articulation and transition into further and higher education, whilst simultaneously recognising and supporting skills for industry and future employment.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

N5 drama

Course Assessment

Acting through Song

Optional Units (Any one from the following four)

Preparation for Audition

Theatre Performers: Solo Singing Skills

Theatre Performers: Group Singing Skills

Group Dance Performance

	Subject Title
	Level

	English
	National 3


Overview of the Course 

National 3 course is internally assessed and consists of two units – Creation and Production (Writing and Talking) and Analysis and Evaluation (Reading and Listening.) 
The course covers the four Literacy outcomes which build the necessary skills for life, learning and work.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

No

Course Assessment

Internal assessment

Reading

Listening

Writing 

Speaking

	Subject Title
	Level

	English
	National 4


Overview of the Course 

The National 4 course is internally assessed and consists of two units – Creation and Production (Writing and Talking) and Analysis and Evaluation (Reading and Listening.) 
The course covers the four Literacy outcomes which build the necessary skills for life, learning and work. 

A mandatory Added Value Unit involves the students undertaking an independent project which combine the four key skills of Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening to provide an end product which must be passed in order to achieve an overall National Four Course Pass.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

No

Course Assessment

Internal assessment

	Subject Title
	Level

	English
	National 5


Overview of the Course 

The National 5 course includes a mandatory internal talking/listening unit called Performance Spoken Language. There is also an external exam, consisting of a Reading for Understanding, Analysis, Evaluation (Close Reading) Paper, and a Scottish Set Text and Critical Essay Paper. Pupils must additionally submit an externally assessed Writing Folio, consisting of a Discursive Piece and either an Imaginative or Personal/Reflective Piece.

The unit builds upon the Talking and Listening skills from S1-3 and allows pupils to further their skills by critical study of these key areas.

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (UAE) is an important aspect of the exam, and pupils will work steadily on these skills throughout the year. As mentioned earlier, the exam requires that students write a critical essay on a text, and undertake a Scottish Text analysis, which are demanding tasks.

Pupils experience a variety of writing tasks for their folio: imaginative writing, personal/reflective writing and discursive essay writing. The final folio is submitted to the SQA. It is essential that students meet the deadlines set by the school. Study skills and target setting will continue throughout March and April in the run up to the National 5 exam.

Assessment-Internal
The unit outcome of Performance Spoken Language requires to be overtaken to gain the National 5 qualification.  If on re-assessment pupils are not successful, it is possible that they will change level to National 4.  Maximum opportunity and support is given to aid individual success.

Assessment-External
In the National 5 exam pupils analyse an extract from the Scottish Text they have studied worth 20 %. This is followed by a critical essay on another text studied worth 20%. The Reading for UAE assessment is worth 30%. At National 5 pupils produce a folio of two pieces of writing – creative and discursive - to be externally assessed, which also covers the writing unit outcome. (30%)

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No

Course Assessment

Final external exam

	Subject Title
	Level

	English
	Higher


Overview of the Course 

Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work. Skills in English language and communication are important in many school, college and university courses and are essential in many occupations. A qualification in English is often required for entry to Further and Higher Education. This course aims to improve and extend a student’s experience of English literature in Prose, Poetry, Drama and Media.

Recommended Entry

This is at the discretion of the school but the normal expectation would be to have attained a pass at National 5.

Course Assessment

The Internally Assessed Course is made up of one mandatory Unit which provides learners with the opportunity to develop their Listening and Talking skills. The unit is called Performance spoken Language.

To gain the overall award of the Course, the learner must pass this Internal Unit as well as the External Course assessment outlined below:

Course Assessment

· Reading for UAE Exam =30%

· Critical Reading Exam - One Critical Essay. 20%

· Critical Reading Exam -Scottish Text Question. 20%

· Critical Reading Exam - 40% in total

Writing Folio

· 2 pieces: 1 broadly Creative + 1 broadly Discursive

· Creative: Personal/Reflective or Imaginative.

· Discursive: Argumentative or Persuasive.

· Maximum 1300 words each essay.

· Each piece marked out of 15 = 30%

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
N5

Please state how the course is assessed e.g. continual assessment and/or end exam.

Final external exam

	Subject Title
	Level

	English
	Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 

The Advanced Higher English course is intended to broaden the Language and Literature experience of candidates and extend their skills in English in ways which allow them to develop their interests within a framework of some choice. Successful completion of the course should be personally and vocationally rewarding, providing an entry qualification appropriate to various Higher Education courses and one which signals a high degree of competence across a range of higher order skills.

Course Assessment

Internal Unit assessments
1. Analysis and Evaluation of Literary Texts

· Outcome 1: Critically analyse and evaluate complex and sophisticated literary texts in depth.

· Outcome 2: Undertake research into an aspect or aspects of literature

2. Creation & Production
Outcome 1: Produce complex and sophisticated written texts.

Externally Examined Coursework: Portfolio

1. Dissertation

· 2500–3000 words – 30%
· Choice of prose, poetry or drama

2. Writing Folio

· Two pieces of writing from a choice of genres – 30%
Exam question Paper

1. Literary study (Critical Essay) – no set texts

· Choice of drama, poetry, prose fiction and prose non-fiction – 20%
2. Textual Analysis question paper

· Choice of drama, poetry, prose fiction and prose non-fiction – 20%
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

Strong pass at H they must also have enthusiasm and stamina for reading!

	Subject Title
	Level

	S3 Languages for Life and Work Award
	Level 4 


Overview of the Course 
· Pupils will develop knowledge and skills in areas such as society, culture and employability.
· This qualification covers areas such as communication, self-awareness, confidence, leadership and independent learning.
· Composed of the Modern Languages for Life unit (6 SCQF credit points)

· Modern Languages for Work Purposes (6 SCQF credit points)

· Building Own Employability Skills (3 SCQF credit points) 

· Can be accessed by S3-S6 pupils 

· Pupils develop wider employability skills (i.e. developing a CV, applying for jobs, searching for jobs)

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No, this is at the discretion of the centre. 

Course Assessment

Each unit has its own continual assessment and evidence requirements. Evidence can be paper-based, recorded or digital and accompanied by assessor observation checklists/records. 

	Subject Title
	Level

	French/Spanish
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
National 4 develop literacy skills by giving learners opportunities to read, listen, talk and write in a modern language and to reflect on how this relates to English.  These courses enable learners to understand and use the modern language, to apply their knowledge of a modern language in real life contexts including that of Employability.

National 4 is entirely internally assessed.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No

Course Assessment

Internal assessment

Reading

Listening

Writing 

Speaking

	Subject Title
	Level

	French/Spanish
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
The National 5 Modern Languages course provides candidates with opportunities to continue to acquire skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work.

Learning a new language enables candidates to make connections with different people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens. The ability to use language effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning. 

Candidates reflect, communicate and develop ideas through language. The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop skills in reading, listening, talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life; to use different media effectively for learning and communication; to develop understanding of how language works; and to use language to communicate ideas and information.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
BGE French/Spanish

Course Assessment

Internal exams

Written assignment 

Performance–talking 6–8 minutes approximately 

Final exam in May

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

	Subject Title
	Level

	French/Spanish
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
Learning a language enables candidates to make connections with different people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens. 

The ability to use language effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning. Candidates reflect, communicate and develop ideas through language. 

This course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop skills in reading, listening, talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life; to use different media effectively for learning and communication; to develop understanding of how language works; and to use language to communicate ideas and information. 

The study of a modern language has a unique contribution to make to the development of cultural awareness, providing candidates with opportunities to enhance their understanding and enjoyment of other cultures and of their own.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
N5 French/Spanish

Course Assessment

Internal exams

Written assignment 

Performance–talking 10 minutes approximately 

Final exam in May

Reading 

Translation

Writing 

Listening 

	Subject Title
	Level

	Health & Food Technology
	National 3


Overview of the Course 
· 3 Units: Food for Health. Food Product Development, Contemporary Food Issues

· Pupils will learn about the following:

· basic knowledge about the relationships between nutrition, food and health 

· basic knowledge of the functional properties of food

· knowledge of basic contemporary food issues affecting consumer food choices 

· skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts

· basic food products with support

· safe and hygienic practices in the preparation of food product

· This is mainly a theory based course and not a practical course.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No, just enthusiasm and wanting to learn about the topics above. 

Course Assessment

· 3 Unit class tests

· Combined National 3 Assessment at end of year.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Health & Food Technology
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· 3 Units: Food for Health. Food Product Development, Contemporary Food Issues

· The Course has six aims which allow learners to:

· develop knowledge of the relationships between health, food and nutrition

· develop knowledge of the functional properties of food

· make informed food and consumer choices

· develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts

· develop organisational and technological skills to make food products

· develop safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation

· This is mainly a theory based course and not a practical course

· Added Value Unit at end of year which is an assessment which allows candidates to develop one product in either a dietary/health needs context or a contemporary food issues context. 
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No, but National 3 HFT would be good to have a basic understanding of course knowledge.

Course Assessment

· 3 Unit class tests

· 3 National 4 Open Book Assessments.

· Added Value Unit Project

	Subject Title
	Level

	Health & Food Technology
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· 3 Units: Food for Health. Food Product Development, Contemporary Food Issues

· Across the 3 units, pupils will look at:

· explaining the relationship between health, food and nutrition and application of understanding in practical contexts 

· explaining the functional properties of food 

· understanding current consumer issues and how to make informed consumer decisions 

· a range of technological skills related to food production 

· organisational skills necessary to plan, prepare and evaluate products and processes 

· solving problems related to a range of health, food, nutrition and consumer needs

· This is mainly a theory based course and not a practical course

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 3 or 4 HFT would be good to have a basic understanding of course knowledge.

Course Assessment

· 3 Unit Assessments (Class tests)

· SQA Exam during Exam Diet – 60 marks and lasts 1hr 50mins

· Assignment worth 60 marks which is designed to allow pupils to carry out a food product development task to demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding based on the requirements of a brief in relation to a health or consumer issue.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Health & Food Technology
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· 3 Units: Food for Health. Food Product Development, Contemporary Food Issues

· Across the 3 units, pupils will look at:

· analysing the relationship between health, food and nutrition and applying understanding in practical contexts

· understanding practical applications of the functional properties of food

· explaining a range of contemporary issues influencing food choice

· applying a range of technological skills related to food production

· organisational skills necessary to research, plan, prepare and evaluate products and processes

· investigative and research skills

· applying problem-solving skills to make food products to meet specified needs

· This is mainly a theory based course and not a practical course

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 5 HFT 

*Crashing at discretion of teacher but should be motivated and independent learner 

National 5 English  

Course Assessment

· 3 Unit Assessments (Class tests)

· SQA Exam during Exam Diet – 60 marks and lasts 2hrs 

· Assignment worth 60 marks which is designed to allow pupils to carry out a food product development task to demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding based on the requirements of a brief in relation to a health or consumer issue.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Practical Cookery
	National 3


Overview of the Course 
· Unit 1 - Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes.

· Unit 2 - Understanding & Using Ingredients

· Unit 3 - Organisational Skills for Cookery.

· The course units enable candidates to:

· use a range of basic cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery.

· processes when following recipes.

· select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes.

· acquire a basic understanding of ingredients and their uses.

· acquire an awareness of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients.

· Work safely and hygienically.

· This course is made up of both practical cooking lessons and theory-based lessons.

· This course is a great choice for any learner hoping to progress into 4 or 5 Practical Cookery.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· No specific previous requirements needed, just an interest in the subject and good attendance.

Course Assessment

· 3 mandatory units with class test after each unit.

· Open book assessment.

*Attendance is key to gaining this award due to the practical demands

	Subject Title
	Level

	Practical Cookery
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· Unit 1 - Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes.

· Unit 2 - Understanding & Using Ingredients

· Unit 3 - Organisational Skills for Cookery.

· Unit 4 – Added Value Unit

· The course units enable candidates to: 

· use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes.

· when following recipes.

· select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes.

· develop an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of.

· responsible sourcing.

· develop an awareness of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients.

· work safely and hygienically.

· This course is made up of both practical cooking lessons and theory-based lessons.

· This course is a great choice for any learner hoping to progress into National 5 Practical Cookery.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· Progression from National 3 Practical Cookery or National 3 Health and Food Technology would be beneficial but is not essential.

· Although no specific previous requirements are needed, an interest in the subject and good attendance are required. 

Course Assessment

· Mandatory units with class test after each unit. 

· Open book assessment.

· Added value unit practical activity.

*Attendance is key to gaining this award due to the practical demands

	Subject Title
	Level

	Practical Cookery
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Unit 1 - Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes.

· Unit 2 - Understanding & Using Ingredients

· Unit 3 - Organisational Skills for Cookery.

· The course units enable candidates to:

· Proficiently use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery.

· Processes when following recipes.

· Select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes.

· Develop an understanding of the characteristics of ingredients and an awareness of their sustainability.

· Develop an understanding of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients.

· Plan and produce meals and present them appropriately.

· Work safely and hygienically.

· This course is made up of both practical cooking lessons and theory-based lessons.

· This course is a great choice for learners who have an interest in food and cooking and want to be creative with food. Learners may use the knowledge and skills gained at home or to progress into the hospitality industry.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· Progression from National 4 Practical Cookery or National 4 Health and Food Technology would be beneficial. 

· Learners who wish to take this course without prior knowledge should be passionate about food and cooking and have good attendance.

Course Assessment

· Mandatory units with class test after each unit (these units no longer stand alone as an award).

· SQA question paper during exam diet, 30 marks 1 hour duration.

· SQA assignment during exam diet, 18 marks 1hr 45 minutes duration.

· SQA Practical activity during exam diet, 82 marks 2hrs 30 minutes duration.

*Attendance is key to gaining this award due to the practical demands

	Subject Title
	Level

	NPA Bakery
	Level 4


Overview of the Course 
Develops practical bakery skills within 4 units: 

· Craft baking: an introduction

· Bread making: an introduction

· Cake decoration: an introduction

· Pastry making (level 5 written assessment unit)

This is mainly a practical course, however there is a written element each week.

This course provides a candidate with relevant practical skills for bakery related occupations and further study in bakery.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No specific previous requirements needed, just an interest in the subject and good attendance.

Course Assessment

4 mandatory units.

For all units, assessment is based primarily on practical activities (continual assessment), with a written assessment within the Pastry Unit.

*Attendance is key to gaining this award due to the practical demands
	Subject Title
	Level

	Fashion  and Textile Technology
	National 3


Overview of the Course  
The course develops knowledge, understanding and skills in the technological processes of the fashion/textile industry. Course is experiential and practical, with opportunities for candidates to develop and communicate their own ideas for fashion.
This Course will provide an opportunity for learners to develop their ideas and follow

plans to make basic fashion/textile items. 
3 mandatory units:

· Fashion and Textile Technologies

· Fashion and Textile Choices

· Fashion and Textile Item Development

· Basic textile construction techniques

· Ability to make basic fashion/textile items

· Basic knowledge of textile properties and characteristics

· Basic knowledge of a range of factors that influence fashion/textile choices

· Basic knowledge of fashion/textile trends

· The ability to select and use relevant tools and equipment safely 

· Decision-making and reviewing skills

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No specific previous requirements needed, just an interest in the subject and good attendance.
Course Assessment

End of Unit class tests
Continual Assessment- portfolio of practical work

Combined National 3 Assessment

*Attendance is key to gaining this award due to the practical demands
	Subject Title
	Level

	Criminology
	S3


Overview of the Course 
· Criminology is the study of crime. It has overlaps with Sociology (the study of social groups) and Psychology (the study of the human mind and behaviour).

· It involves thinking critically about what causes serious crime and exploring ways in which it is investigated.

· In Unit 1 (The World of Crime) pupils will work collaboratively to gain a detailed understanding of some high-profile crimes / unsolved cases from the UK and abroad. 

· Unit 2 (Crimes Scenes) involves taking an in-depth look at the various techniques used by detectives and crime scene investigators to solve complex cases, and gather the necessary evidence to prosecute offenders. 

· In Unit 3 (Criminal Psychology) pupils will learn about the psychological factors that motivate offenders, as well as how criminal profilers use psychology to identify and interrogate suspects.

· Unit 4 (Criminal Groups) involves looking at various case studies of crime committed by groups of individuals, such as street gangs, organised criminal enterprises and cults. 

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Some of the material we cover is complex, so pupils who have not completed the majority of their BGE Social Studies units would not be suitable for this course.

Additionally, because the material we cover focuses on serious criminal offences, it is essential that pupils who take this course are not from a background in which that kind of material is likely to trigger underlying trauma or distress. 

More generally, any pupils who are very sensitive to hearing about acts of violence should not be enrolled in this course. 

Course Assessment

Continuous Assessment.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Geography
	National 3, 4 and 5


Overview of the Course 
· The course develops learners’ understanding of the environment around them and the ways in which people interact with the environment.

· There are 3 areas of study:
· 1. Physical Environment, 3 units – Glaciation, Coasts and Weather

· 2. Human Environment, 3 units – Urban, Rural and Population

· 3. Global Issues, 2 units – Health and Climate Change

Course Assessment

· Pupils will be given regular homework and progress will be monitored by regular assessments. 

· National 3 Internally assessed.

· National 4 Learners must pass all of the required Units and an Added Value Assignment drawn from one of the Units studied.

· National 5 A final written examination and externally assessed Added Value Project. 

Progression – On achieving National 5 pupils can progress to Higher Geography. 

	Subject Title
	Level

	Geography
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Recommended Entry – Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following: National 5 Geography Course.

· The Higher Geography Course has three areas of study;

· 1. Physical Environments, 4 units – Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, Lithosphere and Biosphere

· 2. Human Environments, 3 units – Population, Rural and Urban

· 3. Global Issues, 2 units – Development and Health and Climate Change

Course Assessment

· Pupils will be given regular homework and progress will be monitored by regular assessments. 
· To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass the final written examination and an externally assessed Added Value Assignment drawn from one of the Units studied. 
Progression – From the achievement of a Higher in Geography the student may be able to progress to; the HNC/HND award in further education, to degree courses in higher education or to employment where the knowledge and skills acquired in Geography prepare students for a wide variety of careers.

	Subject Title
	Level

	History
	National 5


Overview of the Course (bullet points of information only – max 10)
· The course develops learners’ understanding of events in the past.

· There are 3 areas of study:

1) Scotland – We focus on Era of the Great War 1900-1928

2) British – We focus on the Atlantic Slave Trade

3) European and World – We focus on Civil Rights in the USA 1918-1968

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Ideally you will have studied History or another Social Subject in S3 or at National level and be in a reasonably high English set.

Course Assessment

End of unit assessments

Prelim

Exam

	Subject Title
	Level

	Modern Studies
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
The purpose of Modern Studies is to develop a knowledge and understanding of contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international contexts. In these contexts, learners will develop an awareness of the social and political issues they will meet in their lives.

N5 Course Structure

· Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom (Viewforth focuses on Option 1: Democracy in the Scotland)

· Social Issues in the United Kingdom (Viewforth focuses on Option 2: Crime and the Law)

· International Issues (Option 2: World issues, the issue taught at Viewforth is Terrorism).

· Course Assignment (assessed by the SQA)

· Final Exam (assessed by the SQA)

There are three skills focussed on throughout the N5 course:

· Conclusions

· Support/Oppose

· Decision making options questions

In the N5 exam they are all worth 10 marks each.

Assignment

The assignment allows candidates to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating the following skills, knowledge and understanding:

· choosing, with minimum support, an appropriate Modern Studies topic or issue

· finding at least two sources, of different types, as independently as possible, and collecting relevant evidence from them

· evaluating the effectiveness of the two sources used, commenting on their specific strengths and weaknesses

· applying Modern Studies skills to the evidence collected

· drawing on knowledge and understanding to explain and analyse key features of the topic or issue

· reaching a well-supported conclusion, supported by evidence, about the topic or issue

Candidates use specified resources during the production of evidence stage. A structured template is available for the production of evidence.

Progression
· Higher Modern Studies (then Advanced Higher Modern Studies)

· Higher Politics in S6

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

There are no entry requirements to the course. However, S3 modern studies is a good stepping block for the N5 course. If the pupil does not have this, an interest in the subject / taken another social science is advantageous. 

Course Assessment

Assessment
· End of Unit Assessment - 1 per unit described above

· SQA Course Assignment - 1 hour write up, under exam conditions (20 marks - 20% of final grade)

· SQA Exam - 2 hours, 20 minutes (80 marks - 80% of final grade)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Modern Studies
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Higher Modern Studies is the study of contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international contexts. 

· The course encourages candidates to develop a greater understanding of the contemporary world and their place in it. 

· Pupils taking Higher Modern studies will study the following units:

· Democracy in Scotland and the UK

· Social Inequality in the UK

· International Issues: Underdevelopment 

· In Unit 1 they will study aspects of the democratic political system in the UK including the place of Scotland within this system. They will cover representation in the UK Parliament, Pressure Groups, Elections & voting Behaviour. Relevant case studies from either Scotland or the UK will be covered throughout.

· In Unit 2, pupils will study the causes and consequences of wealth and health inequality in the UK. They will focus in depth on the impacts of inequality on women and children, as well as analysing various Scottish and UK Government responses to inequality.

· In Unit 3, candidates study the world issue of Underdevelopment. They will look and causes and consequences of this issue in various case study countries, as well as responses to it by governments and international organisations.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 5 Modern studies is a prerequisite for S5 pupils looking to sit this course.

S6 pupils who have achieved a B or above in Higher English, History or Geography may also be suitable.

Please state how the course is assessed eg continual assessment and/or end exam.

Final Exam.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Politics
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Politics is a social science which involves the study of power and governance. The focus is on the political ideas and behaviour of individuals and groups, using both historic and modern case studies.

· We will study the ideas of various political thinkers, such as Plato, Burke and Rousseau, and use these to make sense of different political viewpoints. 

· The course contributes to candidates’ understanding of society by helping them to develop an understanding of political theory and systems in the UK, USA and various other countries. 

· Pupils taking Higher Politics will study the following units:

· Political Theory

· Political systems

· Political Parties and Elections

· In Unit 1 they will learning about the nature of democracy; two important political ideologies (world views) – Socialism and Conservatism; as well as the nature of power, authority and legitimacy.

· In Unit 2, pupils will study the constitutional arrangements in countries. They will compare and contrast the respective powers of individual branches of government, and draw balanced conclusions about these.

· In Unit 3, candidates will analyse the dominant ideas of the Labour Party. These ideas are studied alongside the impact of political campaign strategies on election results, as well as an analyses of voting behaviour in the UK.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
It is strongly advised that pupils put forward for this course are in S6, and have previously passed either Higher Modern studies or Higher History. 

Please state how the course is assessed eg continual assessment and/or end exam.

Final Exam.

	Subject Title
	Level

	RMPS

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies
	National 4 – no exam

National 5 

National 6 - Higher
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There are three units of study in RMPS Higher
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knowledge to plan for programmes of learning which promote progression and
allow for challenge, breadth and application.




Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Literate to appropriate preceding level in English 

Course Assessment

Both continual and final assessment.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Travel and Tourism 
	National 4 and 5


Overview of the Course 

Skills:

· become effective job-seekers and employees

· deal effectively with all aspects of customer care and customer service in travel and tourism

· the product knowledge and skills to deal effectively with customer enquiries in relation to travel and tourism in Scotland, the rest of the United Kingdom and worldwide

Units:

· UK and World Wide

· Scotland

· Employability

· Customer Service

Career opportunities 

· Further study (Fife College, University)

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

There are no requirements however, a decent level of skills in IT use and Research would be really helpful to completing the course successfully as these are key elements to the unit outcomes. 

Course Assessment
· For both national 4 and 5, the course is assessed internally as a pass/fail, there no marks or grades. Learners will work through outcomes in class to gain this qualification.

· The course is self–directed, meaning that a majority of the work is independent study with minimal support from the teacher. 

	Subject Title
	Level

	Applications of Maths
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
Focuses on three main areas: Numeracy, Finance & Statistics and Geometry & Measure. Some cross over with National 4 Maths. Course content is more applicable to real-life context and focuses more on finance and geometry calculations. This course can often be more accessible to pupils who find pure Maths challenging.

Topics Covered

· Negative Numbers

· Fractions & Percentages

· Ratio & Proportion

· Speed, Distance & Time

· Statistics

· Earnings

· Savings & Spending

· Budgeting & Finance

· Area & Volume

· Straight Line

· Scale Drawing

· Pythagoras Theorem
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 3 Applications of Mathematics

Course Assessment

Unit Assessments with final Value Added Unit Test (Internally Assessed)

	Subject Title
	Level

	Applications of Maths
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
Focuses on three main areas: Numeracy, Finance & Statistics and Geometry & Measure. Very little cross over with National 5 Maths. Course content is more applicable to real-life context and focuses more on finance and geometry calculations. This course is of equivalent difficulty to National 5 Maths. The level of literacy expected of candidates is high so pupils must be at Level 5 literacy or above to have a good chance at succeeding in this course. Candidates must have strong non-calculator skills for this course.

Topics Covered

· Budgeting

· Income

· Money

· Statistics

· Formulae

· Speed, Distance & Time

· Scale Drawings

· Precedent & Packing Problems

· Pythagoras

· Gradient

· Perimeter & Area

· Circles

· Volume of Solids

· Fractions

· Ratio & Proportion

· Statistical Diagrams and Analysis

· Percentages

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 4 Application of Maths or National 4 Maths
Course Assessment

Final Exam, externally assessed
	Subject Title
	Level

	Mathematics
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
Focuses on three main areas: Numeracy, Expressions & Formulae and Relationships. Some cross over with National 4 Applications but has more Algebraic content. Some topics are rather abstract and can’t always be related to real life contexts.

Topics Covered

· Negative Numbers

· Fractions & Percentages

· Ratio & Proportion

· Speed, Distance & Time

· Statistics

· Symmetry

· Algebra

· Straight Line Equations

· Circles

· Area & Volume

· Symmetry

· Algebra

· Equations & Formulae

· Pythagoras

· Scale Factor 

· Angles

· Trigonometry

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 3 Mathematics/Application of Maths
Please state how the course is assessed eg continual assessment and/or end exam.

Unit Assessments with final Value Added Unit Test (Internally Assessed)
	Subject Title
	Level

	Mathematics
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
Focuses on three main areas: Expressions & Formulae, Relationships and Applications. Very little cross over with National 5 Applications. This course is very algebra heavy and most topics are rather abstract. 

Topics Covered

· Trigonometry in Triangles

· Vectors

· Applying Percentages (Appreciation/Depreciation)

· Analysing Statistics

· Fractions and the four operations

· Equation of Straight Lines

· Solving Equations

· Simultaneous Equations

· Formulae

· Quadratic Functions

· Quadratic Equations

· Angle Properties & Circles

· Similar Figures

· Trigonometric Functions

· Surds & Indices

· Algebraic Expressions

· Algebraic Fractions

· Arc Length/Sector Area

· Volume of Solids
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

Pupils must have already passed National 4 Maths to progress with this course.

Course Assessment

Final Exam, externally assessed
	Subject Title
	Level

	Mathematics
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
Focuses on three main areas: Expressions & Functions, Relationships & Calculus and Applications. This course is best suited for those who wish to continue with a mathematical course at college or university or those who require it for access to their desired course/profession.

Topics Covered

· Straight Line

· Recurrence Relations

· Trigonometric Graphs and Functions

· Trigonometric Equations and Compound Angles

· Vectors

· Functions

· Wave Function

· Logarithmic and Exponential Functions

· Polynomials & Quadratics

· Differentiation

· Integration

· Circles

· Applying Calculus

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

Pupils must have already passed National 5 Maths to progress with this course.

Course Assessment

Final exam, externally marked

	Subject Title
	Level

	Music
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· Performing: The main focus of the course is performing, where you will get the opportunity to develop skills on 2 instruments (or one instrument and voice) playing music of your choice.  You must perform to a Grade 2 standard or above.

· Listening: You will develop accurate listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of music genres.  You will develop your music literacy skills by reading and understanding musical symbols and notation.

· Composing: You will learn how to compose music in various styles leading to a final composition of your choice.  You will develop a variety of compositional techniques and have the opportunity to use the latest music and computer software.

· Added Value Unit: Performing:  You will use your skills to perform on your chosen 2 instruments contrasting pieces of music for a 8 minute programme

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 Music experience but not essential.

Course Assessment

To achieve National 4 Music you must pass all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit.  This will be assessed continuously.  
	Subject Title
	Level

	Music
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Performing: The main focus of the course is performing, where you will get the opportunity to develop skills on 2 instruments (or one instrument and voice) playing music of your choice.  You must perform to a Grade 3 standard or above for a 8 minute programme.

· Listening: You will develop accurate listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of music genres.  You will develop your music literacy skills by reading and understanding musical symbols and notation.

· Composing: You will learn how to compose music in various styles leading to a final composition of your choice.  You will develop a variety of compositional techniques and have the opportunity to use the latest music and computer software.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 Music experience or National 4 Music is recommended, but not essential.

Course Assessment

Question Paper – 35% of overall course award

· It consists of different question types relating to music excerpts played in a range of styles and genres.  The question paper assesses knowledge and understanding of music concepts and music literacy.

· There will be ongoing end of unit assessments throughout the year.

· Final SQA paper takes place in May.

Assignment – 15% of overall course award

· To explore and develop musical ideas to create an original piece of music.

· Reflect and review the composing process.

· This is an ongoing task that will be submitted to the SQA for marking in April.

Performing – 50% of overall course award

· Perform a minimum of two contrasting pieces of music on each of the two selected instruments, or instrument and voice.

· They should be of an appropriate standard/level of difficulty – Grade 3.

· There will be ongoing performing assessments throughout the year.

· An SQA examiner will visit the school to assess between mid-February to mid-March.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Music
	Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Performing: The main focus of the course is performing, where you will get the opportunity to develop skills on 2 instruments (or one instrument and voice) playing music of your choice.  You must perform to a Grade 4 standard or above for a 12 minute programme.

· Listening: You will develop accurate listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of music genres.  You will develop your music literacy skills by reading and understanding musical symbols and notation.

· Composing: You will learn how to compose music in various styles leading to a final composition of your choice.  You will develop a variety of compositional techniques and have the opportunity to use the latest music and computer software.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
National 5 Music at A or B grades.

Course Assessment

Question Paper – 35% of overall course award

· It consists of different question types relating to music excerpts played in a range of styles and genres.  The question paper assesses knowledge and understanding of music concepts and music literacy.

· There will be ongoing end of unit assessments throughout the year.

· Final SQA paper takes place in May.

Assignment – 15% of overall course award

· To explore and develop musical ideas to create an original piece of music.

· Reflect and review the composing process.

· This is an ongoing task that will be submitted to the SQA for marking in April.

Performing – 50% of overall course award

· Perform a minimum of two contrasting pieces of music on each of the two selected instruments, or instrument and voice.

· They should be of an appropriate standard/level of difficulty – Grade 4.

· There will be ongoing performing assessments throughout the year.

· An SQA examiner will visit the school to assess between mid-February to mid-March.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Music
	 Advanced Higher


Overview of the Course 
· Performing: The main focus of the course is performing, where you will get the opportunity to develop skills on 2 instruments (or one instrument and voice) playing music of your choice.  You must perform to a Grade 5 standard or above for a 18 minute programme.

· Listening: You will develop accurate listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of music genres.  You will develop your music literacy skills by reading and understanding musical symbols and notation.

· Composing: You will learn how to compose music in various styles leading to a final composition of your choice.  You will develop a variety of compositional techniques and have the opportunity to use the latest music and computer software.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Higher Music at A or B grades.

Course Assessment

Question Paper – 35% of overall course award

· It consists of different question types relating to music excerpts played in a range of styles and genres.  The question paper assesses knowledge and understanding of music concepts and music literacy.

· There will be ongoing end of unit assessments throughout the year.

· Final SQA paper takes place in May.

Assignment – 15% of overall course award

· To explore and develop musical ideas to create an original piece of music.

· Reflect and review the composing process.

· A written analysis of a chosen piece of music, approximately 800 words in length.

· This is an ongoing task that will be submitted to the SQA for marking in April.

Performing – 50% of overall course award

· Perform a minimum of two contrasting pieces of music on each of the two selected instruments, or instrument and voice.

· They should be of an appropriate standard/level of difficulty – Grade 5.

· There will be ongoing performing assessments throughout the year.

· An SQA examiner will visit the school to assess between late April to early May.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Music Technology
	National 4


Overview of the Course 
· Music Technology Skills: You will learn how to capture sound in a variety of ways using microphones, hand held digital recorders, direct injection recording and MIDI.  You will then learn how to use the program Mixcraft 7 to edit, add effects to and mix your recordings to create a professional sounding audio master.
· Music Technology in Context: You will apply the skills you have learned in the Music Technology Skills unit to a variety of contexts such as audiobooks, multitrack recordings, radio broadcast, music for gaming, film foley, etc. 

· Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music: You will learn about the development of the processes used to record music. You will learn to identify the characteristics in various styles and genres of music that were popular throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. You will also develop your listening skills by identifying musical concepts within a wide range of music.
· Added Value Unit: Music Technology Assignment: You will use your skills, knowledge and understanding from the other units to plan and carry out a short creative production using music technology.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 Music Technology experience is recommended.

Course Assessment

To achieve the National 4 Music Technology Course, you must pass all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit. The course will be assessed continuously.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Music Technology
	National 5


Overview of the Course 
· Music Technology Skills:  You will learn how to capture sound in a variety of ways using microphones, hand held digital recorders, direct injection recording and MIDI.  You will then learn how to use the program Mixcraft 7 to edit, add effects to and mix your recordings to create a professional sounding audio master.
· Music Technology in Context:  You will apply the skills you have learned in the Music Technology Skills unit to a variety of contexts such as audiobooks, multitrack recordings, radio broadcast, music for gaming, film foley, etc. 
· 20th and 21st Century Music:  You will learn about the development of the processes used to record music. You will learn to identify the characteristics in various styles and genres of music that were popular throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. You will also develop your listening skills by identifying musical concepts within a wide range of music.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
S3 Music Technology experience or National 4 Music Technology is recommended, but not essential.

Course Assessment

Question Paper - 30% of the overall course award
· The question paper has 40 marks. It consists of a range of questions relating to music excerpts in a range of 20th and 21st century styles and genres. 

· There will be ongoing assessment throughout the year.

· Final SQA paper takes place in May.

Assignment – 70% of the overall course award 
· The assignment comprises two meaningful and appropriately challenging tasks (50 marks each). 

· You will plan, implement and evaluate each task. They provide an opportunity for you to apply your skills and knowledge developed throughout the course, as well as show your creativity.

· They can be in any two appropriate contexts, such as a Radio Broadcast, Foley, Game Sound Design, Audiobook, Multi-track Recording, or live performance. 

· The production must have a minimum of 5 parts and be within 1 and 3 minutes in length.

· The tasks will be submitted to the SQA for marking later in the year.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Music Technology
	Higher


Overview of the Course 

· Music Technology Skills:  You will develop a range of skills and techniques to creatively use Music Technology to capture and edit audio. This includes using different input devices, microphone placement, recording a drum kit, overdubbing, as well as applying a range of mixing techniques and effects. You will also learn how to edit multiple takes into a single take.
· Music Technology in Context:  You will apply the skills you have learned in the Music Technology Skills unit to a variety of contexts such as a recorded multitrack and an electronic multitrack (using MIDI) within a larger project such as a Radio Broadcast.
· 20th and 21st Century Music:  You will develop your knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century styles and genres and how music technology has influenced and been influenced by music and key innovators. You will also learn about the music industry and the importance of intellectual property rights. You will also develop your listening skills by identifying musical concepts within a wide range of music.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?

National 5 Music Technology is recommended, but not essential.

Course Assessment

Question Paper - 30% of the overall course award
· The question paper has 40 marks. It consists of a range of questions relating to music excerpts in a range of 20th and 21st century styles and genres. 

· There will be ongoing assessment throughout the year.

· Final SQA paper takes place in May.

Assignment – 70% of the overall course award 

· The assignment comprises one meaningful, appropriately challenging task (80 marks). 

· You will plan, implement and critically reflect on the task. It provides an opportunity for you to apply your skills and knowledge developed throughout the course, as well as show your creativity.

· The productions must have a minimum of 10 parts and last between 4 and 7 minutes. You must also include a multi-tracked recording and an electronic multitrack.

· It will be submitted to the SQA for marking later in the year.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Physical Education
	National 4 and 5


Overview of the Course 
· The course is broken down into Performance and Portfolio. This will include practical session (3xtimes per wk) & Theory (2xtimes per wk). This may vary.

· Practical course includes 4 blocks of the following activities- Table-Tennis / Basketball / Badminton / Volleyball.

· Each activity will be assessed out 30 marks and the best two scores out of 60 are then used towards the final grade.
· This assesses the repertoire of skills, effective decision making, demonstrating and understanding use of tactics and applying them effectively.
· Pupils will also complete a physical training programme linked to Table-Tennis. This identifies a weakness and then plans a training programme to carry out, then finally evaluate and analyse any improvements.

· National 5 - Portfolio is marked out of 60 marks
· Portfolio is broken down into 3 sections.  Section 1- Understanding the factors that impact on performance, Section 2- Planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance. Section 3-  Monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development.
· This tests for understanding of the whole performance development process.
· National 4 - FIP is marked internally.
· Similar to the portfolio this is used to test understanding of the performance development process.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Pupils will have 5 periods a week and must be prepared to participate regularly at least a minimum of 3 periods a week in the activities mentioned above. (This is in addition to the core PE periods). Two periods will be based in the classroon.

Pupils who participate in sport outside of school as this can be used as one of the performance grades. 
Course Assessment

Performance – Pupils will participate in the activities throughout the year then will be assessed in a one-of-performance for each activity.

Portfolio –This is continual assessment and is worked on throughout the year depending on knowledge and skills of the practical training programme. 
	Subject Title
	Level

	Physical Education
	Higher 


Overview of the Course 
· Course structure. 50% Practical. 50% end of year exam.

· Practical grade made up of 2 performances. Pupils are assessed in 4 activities within school. Pupils can get assessed in sports they compete in outside of school. The best 2 performances are combined to make the overall practical grade.
· Exam is 2 hours 30 minutes. 
· Exam is split into 3 sections:
- Section 1: 32 marks
- Section 2: 6-10 Marks
- Section 3: 8-12 marks
· Questions range from one mark identify questions, to 6 mark analyse/evaluate questions requiring 6 paragraphs per mark. 
· If pupils do not meet the higher standard to be entered into the exam, but do reach the practical standard, they can be entered for a Performance Unit Only. 
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· National 5 in PE.
· If no National 5 in PE. A-C in National 5 English and must perform in one sport outside of school. 
Course Assessment

· End of year exam for 50% of overall grade.
· Practical assessments throughout the year.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Sports Leaders
	Level 4


Overview of the Course 
· S2 course that pupils can choose to undertake for 1 period per week over and above the 2 periods they get for core PE.

· Pupils have to attend sports leader’s lessons regularly for a whole year and the course is worth 5 credits.
· Pupils will be able to demonstrate and know about the behaviours and skills expected of a good sports leader.
· Pupils will be able to take on the roles and responsibilities of an official in sport/physical activity.
· Pupils will know the leadership opportunities available to them in the local community.
· Pupils will know how to plan, lead and evaluate a potted sports activity for a small group of primary 4 pupils over 1 hr.
· Pupils will know how to plan, lead and evaluate a sport/physical activity to increase the participant’s heart rate.
· Pupils will learn the factors that contribute to a healthy lifestyle.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
No specific entry requirements however,

· Pupils should have an excellent PE kit record.
· Pupils should be enthusiastic and motivated in PE classes especially when taking on leading roles e.g. refereeing, choosing teams, and setting up equipment.
· They should be co-operative with others in class when working in a team and a good communicator.
· Have a reasonable ability in English for the written assessments at the end of 
           each section.
Course Assessment

· There are 6 end of block assessment tasks which take one/ two periods to complete and these are carried out throughout the year.
· Homework will be given to support these assessments.
· Some of the assessments are open book and teacher can give assistance.
	Subject Title
	Level

	Sports Leaders
	Level 5


Overview of the Course 
· Practical – Demonstration of Leadership time – 5 hours
Coaching a Viewforth HS club at lunchtime or after school. For example, coaching the S1 Basketball Club from 1.10 to 1.35 pm.
· Theory – Pupils will complete a Learner Evidence Record throughout the course. This will cover content taught in class, as well as logging their session plans and session reviews.
· Pupils will plan and lead activities to peers – secondary school pupils.
Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
· Preferably will have passed the Level 4 Sports Leadership course.
Course Assessment

· Continuous Assessment (Written element of the course – Learner Evidence Record).

· Observation of candidate delivering activity sessions.

	Subject Title
	Level

	Sports Leaders
	Level 6


Overview of the Course 
Practical – Total of 14 hours demonstration of leadership.

12 hours of sports/activity session leadership to a range of participant groups (this must be leading sessions to their community and at least two of the three other identified groups).

( 4 hours - Community groups.

Coaching a Viewforth HS club at lunchtime or after school. For example, coaching the S1 Basketball Club from 1.10 to 1.35 pm.

( 8 Hours – Older people; Disabled people: Children.

Working with a disability group. Leading a group of pupils from Rosslyn School for an activity session during the school day.
AND

Coaching an after-school club at one of Viewforth HS’s feeder primary schools. For example, coaching the Sinclairtown PS netball team.

( 2 hours of event leadership. Plan and organise an event. For example, plan, organise and run the S1 Interhouse Basketball tournament.

Theory – Complete a Learner Evidence Record throughout the duration of the course. This involves writing coaching plans and evaluating their success. Completing worksheets about various aspects of leadership, coaching and event organisation.

Are there any entry requirements for this course? If so what are they?
Preferably SCQF Level 4 Sports Leadership and/or SCQF Level 5 Sports Leadership qualification(s).

Course Assessment

( Continuous Assessment (Written element of the course – Learner Evidence Record).

( Observation of candidate delivering activity sessions.

( Observation of candidate leading an event.

