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Dear Parent / Carer 

 
Awarding of 2021 SQA Qualifications 
 
You will now be aware, from the announcement made by the Deputy First Minister on 8th 
December 2020, the 2021 exam diet for Higher and Advanced Higher has now been 
cancelled in addition to the National 5 exam diet. Inevitably this means there will be some 
uncertainty for our young people who were preparing for exams. I want to reassure you 
and your children that teachers (and lecturers for courses delivered by Fife College), who 
know your children best as learners, will be doing everything they can to ensure they are 
awarded their best possible qualification(s).  
 
Since the National 5 exam diet for 2021 was cancelled in October we have progressed 
planning to support teachers and lecturers in making professional judgements on young 
people’s attainment. On 8th December, SQA published letters regarding the processes for 
awarding National 5 qualifications for parents/carers and candidates, the letter for 
parents /carers is copied below. My letter to young people includes the SQA letter for 
candidates. 
 
The processes, support and guidance created at a national level will now be used for 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses as well as National 5.  
 
Our teachers (and college lecturers where appropriate) will work hard to use key pieces 
of assessment evidence to support their professional judgement to make provisional 
grades for SQA qualifications. SQA have already provided support materials for teachers 
and lecturers to use and will be involved in ongoing moderation of assessment evidence 
across establishments. In addition, teachers and lecturers will be working to check and 
cross check assessment evidence with colleagues to ensure provisional estimates are 
reliable and fair.  



 
Our processes in Fife will follow the national guidance and will support appropriate 
generation and moderation of assessment evidence within and across schools to ensure 
fair, robust and consistent provisional grades for learners’ attainment.   
 
Whilst provisional grades for SQA processes will be based on evidence of learners’ 
attainment, as per the national guidance, the evidence used will be subject to school, 
cross-school, college, local authority and national level moderation via SQA to ensure 
consistency and fairness. Please be reassured that the provisional grades submitted this 
year will not be subject to any algorithm (statistical moderation based on previous results) 
by SQA. 
 
Throughout this session, teachers and lecturers will be discussing your child’s progress 
with them, but it is important to remember that final submissions will not be made until 
late May and moderation of evidence will be ongoing. This will give your child the 
optimum chance to do their best and the ongoing gathering and moderation of evidence 
will also help in cases where young people miss out on some in school learning. In 
addition, SQA have indicated they will continue to sample evidence to check national 
standards are being upheld after provisional grades are submitted to them. Please be 
aware that whilst schools may share on-going progress information with you and your 
child this is not the final provisional grade submitted to SQA.  
 
We will continue to work across our schools and with SQA to ensure the hard work of our 
young people has been properly recognised and accredited fairly. 
 
We are considering how we best provide information on key questions parents/carers 
and young people will have and will continue to update you. 
  
Thank you in anticipation of your ongoing support. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Maria Lloyd 
Head of Education (Secondary Schools and Specialist Support) 
 



 
SQA News about National 5 results in 2020-21 
A message for parents and carers 

8 December 2020 

On 7 October, the Deputy First Minister announced that for 2020-21, National 5 results 

will be based on teacher and lecturer judgement supported by a robust set of checks – or 

quality assurance – which will be carried out by your child’s school or college, local 

authority and SQA. 

The National Qualifications 2021 Group has overseen the development of the quality 

assurance process which will support teachers and lecturers in providing your child’s 

provisional results for session 2020-21. Provisional results will be based on teachers' 

and/or lecturers' professional judgement of your child’s evidence. The results will be 

finalised following various layers of quality assurance, including sampling by SQA senior 

subject specialists 

Here’s how the National 5 quality assurance model will work in session 2020-21: 

 Stage 1: November 2020 to March 2021 – Teachers and lecturers use guidance 

and assessment materials to help gather learner evidence. 

 Stage 2: end of January to beginning of April – SQA ask for samples of 

assessment evidence from each school and college, then review and provide feedback. 

 Stage 3: end of March to 28 May - Schools, colleges and local authorities will 

work through SQA feedback and carry out their own quality assurance of the provisional 

results. 

 Stage 4: by 28 May 2021 - Schools and colleges submit quality assured 

provisional results. 

 Stage 5: June 2021 - SQA carries out national check of provisional results and 

may follow up on any issues with schools, colleges and local authorities. 

These processes are in place to ensure that a National 5 awarded in the north of 

Scotland is of the same standard as one which is awarded in the south of Scotland, and 

everywhere in between. 



Most of the support will be provided before the school or college submit your child’s 

provisional results to SQA. This should reduce the need for schools and colleges to 

resubmit provisional results following SQA review in June. If your child’s provisional 

results need to be adjusted to reflect their evidence, this will follow discussion between 

their school or college and SQA. 

Fairness for your child 

SQA is developing an equality impact assessment as part of this quality assurance 

model which aims to ensure fair and credible results for all National 5 learners. Schools, 

colleges, local authorities and SQA are committed to working together to support 

teachers and lecturers in providing their provisional results in 2020-21. 

We are discussing the appeals process for 2020-21 and will keep you informed of 

progress. To stay up to date on 2021 National Qualifications 

visit www.sqa.org.uk/NQ2021. 

The National Qualifications 2021 Group* 

*Represented by the National Parent Forum of Scotland, Scottish Government, 

Education Scotland, SQA, Local Authorities, School Leaders Scotland, Colleges 

Scotland, Scottish Council of Independent Schools, the EIS teaching union and, from this 

week, the Scottish Youth Parliament. 

 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/95157.html

